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Paul Goodmen has 1.7'_'g~,en-accnsed of being naive and romant_i.c: of bvelieving
that human nature is innately good in spite of innumerablc ‘_cw of mhwranify
over centurics of social life. e has been accused of bel:.eving that if huran

.bein.r:s we rn onl' left LJ .one, unc oerced jx oppre q;vc mntﬂtutions, uxcir innute

goooma uou] i mnife S R self' rz’ltomti.(.,a.’,ly 1n '*esuahle choices which would
someho? gener-ate a society of hamony and p,'ood will; e needs only to listen

_to one 's ;euhngv anc act spontancouslye

This view of Ggodizan as a romantic who rejccis " stancards" and d.dVO tes %

: _"dom{r one's o n *t,h:m;r " as §f J.l] thwgs a peruo.z ni.ght do vere equally WOy t.h- |

whilc S0 lonp as thej h..anate Irom some “felt nocd," is not mcom“ e  Many
who ndve a subgt.antia.} .mvestmc,nt of t.mn, money 9nd effort in tbe present

'educa ﬂonal acononic ard pol.L ulCdl fys @nt appear ‘to vie'f' Goodmm s ideas os
! .

by

impracacal and. foo]-I sl the o .mtic mulons of an 1dea11::'b year*a.mg for pr»r- -

fectmn and urity ins. orld of continuu g chanre ’ scarci &y congcution ang
v 1nsec nty E o ' - ‘ L S R

A:, wﬂl ‘oc srm.u, bhis nc .of Goodn:—m :ls incox'rec" -ioweVer, piven thra vay

It w "

" Goodman wmtc , 1t is rc»t surpm..a.ng t‘m. ! vr.any pao')le 1nfc*‘,that (‘oocnnan inmgi.ned"‘

‘j‘f | ‘und;rlymg concorn" does inc) case e.mbz mnty. Goodm&mnnd:-rstooc'_

i (:; [RER R

».:poet.ic style ol vr:.t.im, ?nd spoacb 1.5 oftrn an impcdiment to under t,andinr _qmé'n

lof the .,ubstance of hiu ideas and the lem.c suppo* rw thc ne 1dca.», out he

S ncvcrtr'c,les“ c’*ooe this t,,uc. in prefermce to mrt he calls "sc.Lan: i’ic Sl
C tics" -no'c;i'only' tecausc: ne“:wished ahwider'aud encc, ‘tut al::o because I.c b..l: wod




that the academic style tends to depress the emotional invoivement of the

reader and tends to reinforce the detached stanec that passes for "scientific

objectivity" but.which is more likely to he a distorted way of viewing events

and ideass Goodman knew well that no enc cver does an hing for intellectual
. N . 3 .

reasons alone, that the cnergizing force for and in human action is some

emoticnal eommitiient - insiuding commitment to a 15.fe of the mind, And,

‘ultinately, Goodnan wanted a better world,

%)




3.

Methodological Considerations

ﬁaul Goodxr..avn is no more a romantic than John Déweylg He shares with
I)ewey an essent Lally pragratic nnuouophwa positicn, His le2ding :eruplw‘
-are dcr: ved from eyperlmcn and are centered in a transactional view of exe
perienceo As in the case of Dewey,  the e;v:uenéntial base const'itlxbe's' a l'i.hd
of z'ero1 point: the “original, !‘orceful, nfanmg-l'xden realn Lj in which ve
! )

exist.! This it the Cestaltist view of the ":.rrevm,u ble urs. t"" of the orpam Sn=

inethe-cnvironment whlcn can be broken up c.nalyticﬂly "only at the price of

e

)
annihilating vhat one in‘;ended to study,”

.

This tranc actional view of ’c:aperi.ence 15 at the foundation of Coodman's

theory of hunan nature, oodmn dlutingulo 18 thn pcrson-t!anking-aboﬁt-thc-'
6 o
cnvir(,r,z.mnt fron ‘the per soneinethooenvirors ent. The latter is in a sense morc

“basic for it ')TLCt_dcs m time and logic any concept 2 person may entertain
¢ .
‘about the envirorsont or about e"-vorienci“r-. Hence the term "prepredicative! = -

d

g to refer to ‘such,,experience'.”, TN LTS L A Y i R ':_).“_g.

Goodman aJt-o share mth Dewcy the use of'}:phenomenologlcal metl'od and the

hsistenr'e that the wort‘n of any thcory ie to - be found not in confovmance or

'corre‘spondence to cme nltimate reality but in the extent to which }m t.heory

s

illunmrs huma': emerlencc, 1.c. » n the c.d,ent. to x.hlch the theorybls useful

4

in t.he broadest sense of the term. ‘Yet, “'it is Goodr'an's enp‘usis on phonomeno-

| ‘loglcal data: and expenence in theory econs uruction and hj.s apprcciatxon of the

.’ : multidimensional nature of, human beings ahﬁ variet: e° or human experionce that

| : provide eo'no of the fuel for.: the accusation thnt Goadnan is a "remantic, Whatf
such: cr1txcs do not seem to: real-., '1.» thm, Goodmn'" selec’uon of. mcthodology

depends -on the context of the pronlem belnp cxplo;ed. v1ike Deweyy .:XOOC"‘.{!'Z‘%I'I.‘T';"G;USC‘G.Z .




L.
ﬂo ovcr:;im?lif‘y i:}ze~ nature of bhehomena in crder to study tl wr "selentifs c.ale,"
ilces to ahply the technicues appropriate to the ph 93 scicencos 0 as to

. 7 .
yield truth that is in Ayer's. term "’T“OHFI" verifizd." Such a positicn falsely
asasumes txlb onlf.the t¢chniques ol the physical scicnces havn“thé'vapacity fo
vield truth’ that iz adequatae for t}aeory cc;mt,"uc:t‘.).o.,o VA singlc concept of
inquiry is madc LM prirvery standard by whieh the maliitude of kinds of exe
per’icncing are to he in_w_fes:;:ig;ated. Tiius‘, the Z:inc!s of e;:peric-nceé whic:h are'nq.tl

amenable to inquiry in ter.?"-.s: of already predetermme:} limits are relcr-a ted Lo

(9 Y

an Inferior status amomrit'::. .mtel.La,c,uual concerns cf ‘u.rqan blmgs. What was
erigin 1] 1l a means i‘ormul'\ ol to. en? anuce the -J.Jllitj of persons to deal more
- adequately with the wo*ld Locomes & blmder mrrowing their perceptions of

: possibili*bi.es,

. ) : : ! :
Ao duscriphive data nro ENPNOSCS RSB l,wu»ative experience, Goodrrr kel dces not
1}
hrsitate o use p}'ze'r*.omc'?nolr.‘:;-_":ical data in the c,om.t.rucmon of his 7"‘18&0 (3oodman

- believes thnt ene who refuscs to admit phenosr».(anologicaldata to sciencc is ‘

" f“n.lt} of quppr wing evidcmce.," “The re..th is a t,run gutcd wr:: of the .mwerse

i N

1'4'"'101'! mcm ,\_:o,_i" ourse, that| dnensi on oi‘ the univer,e:me‘ eall "human natiire "
i s . P N S P

Thbre is no l'lmr int.o "'mjr-cti vism, hero. Th» contbntion ‘that the phenomena
. PN i“" H 1 . .
angd data on v"xich ar.equav‘ Lheorv off human nature st rest are subjeciive or

m vate 'mr. therc sfore, cannci he -;hum reli es on_'an a priorin eI tion in
P ) ’ , Oty 0

thi a caec, tvat?t‘.hc;rc i_s-;q.n b::olutc d .' m ti—:: ‘et!\’CCu objerti and m:»,ectlve.

A ~. :

-"ho*'eover,- ne question of-vthe sl aarabil ty oi‘ pr: vate phcz amena is an enp* *':.cal one,

,.\-:
A

anr' 'I.t. bas no 'been c°Lab1 n'=d that thnsc phcnmnena ul‘e not ac .,udlly -h'm,d by

th u; Ho*: conpletrly the*:e phien \omena ~~~ay be' u.nred '.Ls' a Sepcz rte bud. a'm.n




Se .

uhich the-e is 2 commen M 4 of cxperience snd knowladze and on the

difficuities involved in devisinz concepts that can he elearly defined

and are acdenuade for describing end explaining such phenomena,

Fow so-callad subjecti-e data are obtained is another. oun,«won
Goodmen suggests that L%ﬂ" are tvﬁLvallv chtained through 1 1,uitive processes,
and he azrees with Spicge?be:g thnu‘“carefvw intuiting and faithful descripe-

tion raauire a consideranle degree of ap itude, training aud conscien’ious

self-criticisn."’ In fact, G oouuwn, Perl ‘énd Helferline who together

authored Zestalt Therany nresent a series of exercises decirnad to pot

one in touch with one's foclings or proprioaeptive behavior, a necessary

‘ 10
condition for ohiaining rocurate "bnnomonOxor‘cal Quua.

It should be understood that intuitive rrasp of phenomenz ‘does. not

imply o mystical mear A o obtaining Ymouweldre. The ter? "insnition"
is used to describe a wide variety of ways of knoaing or unﬁerstanﬂmﬁz,

such as nathems 'Lal 1nJu:L10n, v wre a pe*ﬂon achicves a plau 1ble

- solutic n‘uo aor blc ”nitnout bean able to

i "4,\ .
(K B
1

1ntuitlow nav Hn usod to indiecate "h1v1ns 4 feel for" some
G " »:';’ ,-

a0
A.,‘

nroblcn, th bi it& to ‘1 e gooﬁ ﬂuesseq duicklj o* to selec  tbe bes

i i
i

avenun of anwwanoh tola n“oblem vlthout VStSMﬂthullV thir“nnﬂ throu;h

SRe
[N

the dl‘O“natlveu, part o: hat Jhu.nhead mée by ""twle."» 

s
b

i
: 4 . .w; i S 5 HNH I ' o I N

BRI

Intuitive or anp of phnnqmena 1rd1cates a uay f'knowing, a means of

'Lnderstanulnr, but not a th that, 4t 1e , t preaent, can hc

ﬂnalyznd anto EY serie oP rall dof:ned ctpns. :Hencp, it i Jdi f‘erent“

RESER ! B .'(
o ': r\\

from ana) jtic +h1n in wr ch i Cnlr&CtPT;A d by anllvlb s*onq that‘can

S ‘ L S

be adeﬁumte1y “a“ortrd hy one person to nofhvr.

¥ R D L

' A '

- :‘
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-

£311 of this is comsistent with Isracl Zchel flor's.ahaljxjs of theory

constvuction»cr the rencration of ideas. In Tne Longuage of Education

bcb:ffler states:s

Tt does not follow thal the ““Oouctlﬁv of nrooho can be
genarally characterized in advance, thst ve can say
geacrally what pattern of spealing or writing vove- - SRR
‘mente constitutes a sufficient cendition for protlems o
soludion in zeometry or mathemziicse . That such a :
characterization is mnosslbln is demonsirable on
azthematical grounds alones his sitvation is ¢ nral
in science a5 well, where, tnou*h theories, oneo producad
may be evaliuated as to. their scientific worth, wc have no

gc.ﬂ‘al ruls for the “*Oﬂu0thT‘Of worthwhile thoarlﬁ -
Te think of problemesolving as 2 complex ¢ inn(ncc of -

movanents governed by rule is ‘hus a mvfh.

nndnav's positlon is one nf methodolo rical tolerénée fdf, lirn‘
‘Déwa" he believes thzt the cnn\bntlon ﬁf any phenomenon or method

is itself a prodhct of on-y01"~ experienca Anc while § f “udman arpuur
trnu theteo*th of any neory depends Llnlmqbely on whethﬁﬂ 1t illum“resm
.human experﬂo“ca, he sprees that the. likelihood of worth tehds;to he

‘increased bv 1refu1 aubent1or to the n”vteria by vhich tlra ories arv‘vw~~fw

constructed: cccurﬂrv of: dauq,‘claritv of deflnltzons,‘atupntion to

the nature of propesitions, log ioal van,Jatenc etes
y : b 1 ’ t 2

Goodman's attentlvﬂ to theqe crlterla, his mco”1n~ 1n ﬂwnpriencc and

?ihe e ct that he asaawns as 71 ttle as PO““lble “bo“t eith"" the‘nature

of t e worl“ or. of humﬁn belngs holp hln avoki thc 10?10ﬂl and p*ao,lcal

dif ultlen tAat ensue. from pcc;tinp nbsolute wwani le ,and metaphyglcal

v SR

gy
N



N

‘which are derived from experience and which, therefore, miusi be reparded as

"b.,' -*on-pheno 1f~nolom.~.al a.; e

'scun i‘ic 'xpm‘o—zch 4o mqui.ry ‘r~a°_ a vit d.l plar‘c in poople,"‘ l‘lvnu, But

d

.,

prouavility statements. Goodman arvreﬁs with Sidney Heok and Joln /o.rey t 1

' 'lcaa*n rmu* les ol thought <:o':':stitute a logic to the extent thati tho control
[ c. & led d . >

12 ‘
the process of inquiry., He also sha

s Hook!s view t} 1t "lormal logic is a

limiting case of prohahle infc:x:'*ce‘.“ JIn Goo:“ma:\.‘s vords:

Logic is science plus the principle of cxclusior, This
formulation pivés the cssence of 'analybic pro,)'\flta ons' <
with rmore matzriality ““n postulate~-sets and without their
a*‘bix. ariness, Logic is the siructure.of any bracketedeofs
finished! system of n..mn.rv. N | | '

Implu,m in this view is the denial of conceptions ﬂnt have no i‘oum.“ tion. -

in e:'perlence,_ Goode:nn contends that ! oo.z,Vem"'nn"c +hrz onlv bolwl lon oi‘ 4

“human ,problexx ,..s experinental invention” Thls means ‘uhat knowledge is

"movledge of' and iU mplim au"i‘ere... ti.m 11 om expcmcnce. hncmlédge there=

fore, is a contextm.l r.:atter; hor n kno*."'n 1=ge "i.n reneral” or "a pri o~~i."

‘ : ‘ !
And, as eXparience is the source of all mowle &y, it is also to L.rmrien(.ﬁ or

crm \.dctu,”l si tua.ticr t‘mt‘ one wust 1"\*1u'n to fﬁa‘fgbli sh the truth of a proposi=-

tioz In ome“ worcw, Goodrfurv ;sin ist ng t'hau mlzd:.t" 1'; to he detérminc-:d 3

584 -cnt. I*o "nteg

Uhen GoJchn wri bo

‘cont o] over tnn co‘xw tions o“ ‘no hvmr' "’ ho“:.s acknovlcdgrmg that the

i : ’

.r,v, & 5 ,‘,‘,,

.A\ i

s
1

Goorinan :m car ul no., to eleva. te scmn to & pos 1t10n v'npre 1't dot rmintz tho -

S

' s«alecuo'x oi‘ pw'o‘blcrr t’or rese:-x.rch. Goo Iman's approac.: to inqui: embles r.Lm

O"\SS

ty of, bn..an bch vior

!




Be
nhs: 1omena which can wb be guantitied cand measured eithow in part op in full,
but, nevert mless, 'p}mno...m‘a which are within. "che ken of human cxperienoe,

‘g, fhn ror-lmg of” bom" 'nurt, or ’U-’In{' ang r",, is qui te "le:abip anc dc%nde 3

e
t
“on the entire conw*:t in Uhir'h the 3 ....mnzy OCCurs, Gor\.~ an uses 4hc to“m ‘
- : 10 .
L

Jmo"mal c:morizrcn tats, n" to déscr»' oe the ap; ,roach he 'a.dvocates‘ for 1carn;mg
awut belmw*i.oi;,:f,_;hic‘hb is not améxﬁabl}ek Lo sc:.on tiTie ind\.lr,, strnculv 00"L.t,..»f~d
fece €O ’ neet vnd in & posltivistic way, The terrm uugvpes : the pr:xe‘.lca" nncassi.ty
cf "v‘erif:,n'.n:5 statez-hr“-,s a’oovt these phenomena o n.fermx*o to e‘:unmen and, |

.sw' altanﬁokn 'Ly it a "lo' the 'vnforrrfl erper *mnter" to use whi :-ver &pe ific

thods of n,hermw data that seen sui wble, ho mvcr "y ubjectv.vc" they m
appear to be, As Goodman bay" ...Wc c*nnot avoid the o"vcholv ..al.;.e"‘f




9.

Toward A Theory.of Cell

2

.In (rowing b fLhsurd “oodnan nctest "Confusion is the state we are in
' 20 ’ o : \
.and we s‘ﬂoulr’ 'be vise. to cu. tivate 1t." When Goodman calls conflicts bztuzen

PIe Wt 4

the personal ‘and the social a 'sta e of pronize," he is rei.temunr, De' 2y Vs
“notion that J.nqurw arises iu p:r:o'b‘.l.cm situntions av 3 that: '-mchon is the
energizing foree and soures of spontaneity for the soclution of E'T‘T'(Tblcl'(lu ory

in Ooodmants lexicon, for the making cu_ cr‘eat’im' adjustments, cr contact.

Goodman's herm " spont-:meous dominances" which he calls *judgements of whai is.

o , 22 , : . :
i:?nportant in the occasi on" ;aoints Lo ,jbhe same fact of existence Dewcy s oL
no uth 'w.en he c}.amc,temzc_, mnul's, 28 i*xd;.ry. ting. a Mrna tural *ﬂ Le. Goodman

does. nbt.r.:rd:e‘ t-hcfm*rar of a:sssuming that sporr?;-aneou.- uommancc.) -nd:a.catb a,

line'of acti on th- Y ..houlu muw sarily be pursucde He c'ategor1 cally denies thlf'
when he ::tav’ces, "bm,ntaneou :’.ominance:sa.'.arc not adecuate eValua‘tions.",
ik S . N : ’ R : t

I rhrvad br‘ 2pp arent that an adequ‘ate ‘c;'~c:ative‘ r;“s;olui;ion meiy’im_ean the

. poﬁo')ono. went of ir '"r‘niate -3u_,1fi.ca. tion and HERS 1nVO] in more 1)¢=weyan ords,
areful ,:w]Jberatj.o-.,appgtﬂ‘ he conuc'uzences of- an act beuore cm*."y mg t)“-m'rh @
i i n i :

s"a*‘y....The ﬂsnpo tant o

'son ha.) Y

at:.o* al gfroundo [‘or pres(antly chol wing Off’bb :
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should be uwiderstood zs a. cemm all ;_"1“ on frow o::ﬂn*icx 3 wherc sontact is

interrupte:i :f’ather ’*'»1 an :-i wrior:. s"cat‘emnn‘-.; 'fl‘-'“D“t‘ th _'n.a_li;ure of' human "1" Ture.:

'lm pheno* 123 o" ogical mta that, 'upoovr, th:.s ae,:.crt."o nay be foun:i in Gestalt

T!‘.:I"ip n ...,o‘Jmav'cs discussion of T;‘ne'mechani:;a:'xs that function in ‘contac‘b

\

s !h:.ch ann disrmmt contuch,, But in any case, since p blf"r" occur .,n the

o; {:mlsm/em ironment "ielc*r“‘. J.t is obuer'v‘ablc &a a matw.-"' of‘ faw tnat t"xc

' mablhtv 0 ”esolv- an ;mpc;. 'mt‘pr-:vo_.ema ades v’:tely Tes vlts ﬁn dis samsvac vion

Mtfz some vc. .,ual situ t;on w mch, 1if sufficis en .,T.y impor-.:ant for»--Jhe’perso:z

(%)

concex’n y 111 ai Ve "t tbat pnrson'f o utentio. ‘and energy from new prob].cms’ to

uh" more - '%1 al ui 2s yet uaf mis‘z.m! problein which continues %o demand o

more .,ati..i —zcuory "e.,oll.u’c.mno

The ,ab;‘séhce'df ai-!arenéSS'of whatﬂis’at m}' i.n one: .mZLf.‘ 1., pres ioi,f,:\ SRR

‘whibh '.lnvol os a %u 14 np oI‘ one-ro;y *‘v*at is nat. omenc’el .m the'solt.tz. on o“ the Lo

Sy ral" pro®lerie Rm“c sion 15 m.fesb.a .Lt’plf '5 0 mx_mtyl h:.ch Gcndmn def‘me

a5 the 'éxp rience of breath' rg difricuzty"

BRI
" o

0 b”achiev::do The lan" of a'amncqs re.aalts rot only-" /

”ac uory -

but, as the nr‘('hanism

,}<M'\|



11,
f‘ J L ‘
“'prcmm*:e pa01 1':zt1on of‘ coni‘llot' " It is ndt th‘at there is'no contact in

S0 that E

¢ neurotlc “-ahawr- or, but t‘uu‘e is a R.ack»of n :‘nbilliy a’nd‘awareness

(/

- the p rson iu onl" in par riial toacn xuth rea ..lty ' ‘he "gwe'lm of e~:pe~*1enc

"'~As ther\, 19 a ter.ac:ncy to avoid en otlon-armr mg e ')n"lenceq s the re..ult is

the conccptlm of A d1m1n:1.r;.1ed 1-:01*.1&!. of poss:bilz w Se Thls is what r‘zoodman

“"noa.ns w mn in Iw efo*wltxon he .meak‘; of i xeta.ph;,-:sa cal con?’ usion" and

: ","‘relipiou 0!‘15) :o""_ He av : f yo ﬂ,h "that +hey are ,ure thmﬂ is no world
[‘or themelves"? and heb .;é~oans _tnelr "lac, 'of Sensp o"- his mr'" "3013%11 the
; _‘_'hea] tby and thn mhealthv (neurotm, pe son nay be cngaged in a sit ntion, bz;t" »’
neuro*n person are un'tble to a " S8 tho" elve adequatelj vo thet i: lde'veic‘:o-‘ffjﬁ
| ,-'.L'xjg s Loz “ion. : 'I“'lere is a iack oi .Jpovxtmm ty or rwa. thy dtl‘bemtovoss which

: : Good.nan derine, q."auare rest,nc b ng of cc“tain 1 +orests, »rcept:* ono, and

g




12,

The notion of contact ferms the cmxwf.,tom- of C’Ou” s theory of
hwnan naturce. To COE‘H’Z’.G"& is to ccmple > a ge H or ?'lw:"n'vtin,. vs Yo muice

.a creative adjustment in thp c*""nism, envirenmant ield. oc(L AN ::;mceptual’(izes

the process ot contn.m, in five '~‘qg each’ h'ui: asso ia:“.f-d vith *t 2 dlS-
tinetive mech Anism w"rc‘ ray “f-S'ter or 5 vr!.bi.t. the “101»7 u“ nxppr; ence i.nto thn '

forwation of‘ e olrar ;;~j*ta1t.. As Goarb an r!ef'hms ;he sc10 as the prccess of

con ra.,d.xw, the self e onte:r.'i;--mepenc’;ent and transient; it is consiantly in

t"'c making, - g : " i i

Mne of the clearcst def injtions Goodnan offers is hn t'xtm.-o we "The self

',‘1s not, t.be :“.‘.:;.n'e 'l* é*:eates b 3 the crcating of the "ig e t.hdt is, sclf is
] ST A

‘_thc dfxs.mi.c “r"a.tio:x o- promd 'And flgum " A "he 9911‘ 1 the proces_s of cone .

| }tac’:z-ng, 1t 7011""5 it *‘he ” t"hy £515 vorks ‘..nontaneoua].,' for its comple:

: ti.o“* and ’chm its P::omctim b ,hér "ﬂ?"') for it.» pnrpot m*o.o'). .m.s mmt Lo

'ao f‘or contaa 1s trmvient. the orga i' assimﬂdtes nov clty and achievc a v
L »“‘,) ; : 33 B
‘cvcatnve rcsolutio‘a wuch ther bacoxnm DY b of th«z groun« of ,mtmfu‘ ’conta_pt. R

5 commgv rathc-r than vhat has ‘acm.

: Gbédmah!s’“i;tat,c:hent e




i'ea.c‘y-xnade .1f behind actl\::t.‘.cs." And when e{ amu ,.. W ai.' it thnm,

i a trtéz‘ ujcholc«ra cal ..;'La n.cnt th an. I t.hr < "'he .‘m ugge' ﬁnl, not cnl:,' “ .

w G 1)i,th“¢o;zplete.f‘a ﬂ.atmn the‘ lmo%r anu nis momlc%c:«.re oitge” ‘l‘hcrc. :.s

‘no'tzpplicalion
N ' Ve

:anv‘"dﬁfere ce of curmtity

uoofln‘-n bnliove that creative persons have faith that they will be
adequate ’w the situation whother they win or loses M aquotes the formula
of Taos

By finally ‘stunding ouvt of the vay'eeothey dlscwn ce thcm.,clves
frea thelr proowcmti ons and how it fought' to twn oute And into
the tfortile void' thus Zom c,d, the solution comes floodingu;"!!

'

Ve parum thare is y -

» wense of readiness:. the accentanc: of exeitcment, & c *tain
foolicli optimisr about the alterabili ty of realityy and an hooitual
memor;r that the organism regulatoes itse'!.;, and does not in “he end
wear ont or explodes The answer to the ovn 4ion ‘Can you (‘o it o
can bc only *It's intercs: ir;r " 4 sense ol vdequacy and pouer grows

"as the particular problen is met und generates its owm st c,i,w:e, "

and new possibilities are founcl in it, and thinbo ,urpn ingdy

. fall i 1nto plaCCe"" Lo : . ‘ :

4,,),

The similarity of Goodian's no‘;.icinf of sell with that of Dewod is striking.
e | N T 3 .
'I')he self is only as it acts or reac.,m" "1k eve is no one
37

Dcwey‘ Stc.LC‘.S, ""ooo(

\,‘.

*-"v(. belim ~hau mum is essmtio.lly an achrb, a] conc:.p.. mdicat rig how 'rc'Ll

a oeraon h. ndles e;:;:srmnce 2R "u also c.bree'mc-nu .Lth Goom.an's coz.uention tmt

of' !mowlmge' to

i 'i‘liié"*is*‘ vhat Déi.fc‘-;j neans by

poi: ts ?'m.t m }.uman uature cmd Conduct, 1s 91 nif “cant not s0 rmc g in tem o]

.

m\u

i

/}




1’3 .

Goodman-refers to the groving point as the con mct-bcmw"‘“v which is "\-?hs':re
experience oceurs" in the interaclicn of the organism 2 3 the e \'1romneaim
¥hien eonlact procecds spontancously, there iz a ‘sense of unlty or of .mtq,r'x-

tione Wherve, during any of the stapges of contzet, it becomes ;'.rxter1'up+_,a:i, the

~ houndaries bocome Sixed and He situa ulon is prevented fron progressinff o a

satisfactory resolutions ‘.*Jl‘x.r:n satisfa tory creative r*solutmns are atu.zined,'

he sii;uati.ons becone quie«ccut or appr oach cc,u.l.’n.'brlm and thb self is dimini
The twce of “the self, ihcm, je tied to. ”c,cnflicf., contact, and fig we/
b chrounu." » : v .

K4

she

o
L3




s,

3

he Th

o

1
i

ﬂi' of Humﬁn Natu?e

. The self AS»the-sfstom of creative adjustments cr contacts at any‘aiéén
iime may be v1o»aj as being 1denfxcql with Lhe nature of an organism,
TherefOre5 human nature is procéss, a potentiality in the sense that i
is cont_naally m‘?iﬁg itseif in the preseht; ‘It becomes of comes into
belnp 1n dChleVLmtntS in the orgav'sm/env1ronment field, but then it
passeo into h1s+nvy as ongoing e?verlence demand naw contéc*ﬂ, new
resolut’ NS arly, huran naturs is 9llnahle but "not 50 comw" el yw
‘malleahla tﬁét tﬁe nature can be dis revarﬁyi,. e o« § it 35 2lso sur-
'prisinﬂlv réq'“tant "hB' Toodman is not °""ertinv that thern is some o

"origina al hum'm nag-ure." Ed Goodm. is referring to the making of good

o

contact, to achicving the sort‘of resolutions that, actuallr 1ead to
prow+h. He iq snpakinn of what is possible when the oreanmam is

;hnalthv and when the envnronnent-allows urulv sat1 sfyine revolut101
of conflictse . . R

Furthnr, the cnnceptﬂon of what, : is possmblo does not. imﬁlv ¢ romantic  °

f_unotlon.about the 9oodnpsa of. peouWQ,,i.e. a not*on Lhat io not born aut

‘"hat 13 actual in the apontaneity of«childrpn, in the worke
" of heroes, 'the culture of classic eras, the communltv of:
‘__simole folk, the ?eelinp of lovers, the sharp aw reneas and
miraculous akill of some nponle in emergencles. ,:w‘f~ ;

. f:It 1sﬁnot t‘at a11 children act’ snontaneously, not that onc=oupht‘a1ways
f“to to;lou the domlnances that aris e, not thnt comnunitv li”e 15 idv¢ i

ljior that 111 aspects or the culture of c1a551c eras are worthy, not that  5  e

v'/
7

 f1ovar¢ do not quarrol,:but that fhﬁsc kinds of: 1ncldents avd ovenfs tend jf'fj@'kr

"o show‘the enormous powero of human orpanisms to "dlscover themse]v»s and one’




‘T'r.ﬁ_s concé;ition o’ ;_}':wnsj.:;."nat{:"re is quite close to that of John Dew sey, ond
it seens clcar that bo ,Z'V *ve,. ;:md Goodnan speak of humar: poer and creativity
in ess,entu.ally the same viaye I@éz‘.-bhcr assuncs .2 ge t"I‘&]lZC‘.‘u sxistence of

~ classes of impulces ‘ulndcr vhich specific »ois are subsumed, Doth agree that,
knovledgze of human pé-:er and cxjéativitjr shem Lfron o penera]'r'.ed analysis of
particular act:»sa Both would ass to le«z,y'a contention that "(c)'i h dmpulse

~or rab“ is 'a w .Lll to its own powery'" ‘8&]0 therc is "no gencralized will to
power, but only the ihherent pressure of‘"cvery ac .,vi.ty for an adup ate

| nanix es tatmn." Both would eoncur that "( )t is not so rmuch a dema: x:: for
powei‘ ““.5 s'ea’.rcl'}jmr an cpportunily to use 2 power already cnsti.ngo" ®

(%)

!fciv:éver,i ‘even an (v“timistié person like. De»re * Was awure t.hat cpportuni ties -
‘v!‘or crmtivc m-orcs‘!ion are not always easﬁly found, for Dewey renlized thrct
‘ fianuJ. SeS, whu.n are tve source 1" the "omgmal ;Ji.asticl'b;;,?' that enects the
- A"abili g to forn habit., o" indw» x.dent ;)Jr’gunent ;L'lu of mvant.ive :.m.tmtion"
have tmded to te warpcd, takex advantagr» of and m»chanizen prema uunly after ; :

the es uabli.shed nattem of adt.lt lnbi‘bs of thoug'ht.. He WllueSS

“’“‘l‘he c,o.‘.bined eff ect o*‘ love of powcr, mditj in the face ‘of thc novel and
wa,self--..w»iring, conplacrncv ‘has, beeniteo: skrongito pemit :mmature- irpulse to
.exerc,i se its rcorpani.'vmr poten alit.tes.

Dewev' ifﬁ pea.wx.p not’ mo ro% of p'aren*s

;;part.?'a«' _"z.mbodied habits.'l Dem-‘ , '1ike Coﬂman“, does ’Tnot 'rail a\r'vainut an

lawrieft Y
liinhahtmn can Le:. sect:o&. ,




17,

Goodman soﬁ irre 5 uses t,hn term " orlg:lnsl nature" bccau.sé .he‘:iéeeS
neurctic human nature ae the effect of a neurotic cultu: x,,‘ a learned res ponvse |
to "Lmsmtura.. conventions" and "unnatural coercionse" Goodman dos& not 'belic;ve»
" that 211 cocrcion is "unnatural," He belicves that it is permissible and
| desirable fi‘or the adult to impose some decisions on the childy Tor by "Jud-].cidus :
coercion: ths ch11d'° ego Mean take its tu;; and rot feel called on too

quickl,;."-to stahd alcne as soie. authority." Gocdran is saying tha‘u the child

may‘r'e quire proteculon Y the auvlt 1f he child's egn i= not to Ver .,’Std,-'.liz 2
: e

%Y

too rapidly and 1nflo"xbly" so as to restrict spontaneity,

The woré Tunnatural" doe: not:,,{o'f éourse, refer to somethi.nr; other thay
-natural cau saiione s Coodmar: =tates, "'...tho bad insti uud.ons 2s well as
the r,ood have cone to e by na awal pro::ess." T x"re is x-rthlng occult about
ﬂv eltrer the processes vy which ary institution comes i.mo .)pinp or the rewxl te
: i‘,:;‘e.',‘ the partic\_ﬂpr institution that ray be ur.".e,r cons mration, though t‘-.je :
: :pr.c'ms's:es and ihe i-esw'lbs maJ Yies destruc ive o"‘ ‘ﬂtman pvo"t.h. | s éppzr-:ﬁt k

that G'oodnan i usi.ng; the vord. "unnatuml" poptically. :«I:""seems ’"to 1ntend_on]y i

"“"‘}nsiae A1s conce“n forw uhn”dehuxr.a*x 71ng, er- ects‘ o“ :y ';ocicty " tha.ﬁ 1*‘

i i

.1‘,‘

::"_y bad hut :\.t. 1 f‘ar !‘rom rdequa-rm,zmd :_st-.rms t.he LeSt poorlv "

"'l'he c‘i £
; PR

oral ‘.’,b’é#f!qtex- i teunct or «"1"&1._"""1

'1‘!—01 .'md vi' cl th*:lr holla ss even if t.hcy
lrticulate.‘“ The ‘confision which has rc*'”l‘bed from t.h@ mue and r..mf‘lcatxon ,
of social act tivities has rendered men skaptical of the ef! ieienc;, ’ ‘politicul
“actione Wno s sufficient unto these thwngs? Men' ‘Teel ?‘fnt t‘:cy aro'cau lﬂt
‘ln%thn sweep o!‘ forces too vas t unders Lnnd or ')aster.

W en GOC\-Jn( i

t

k!
{

W

ﬂ(a.:!') for noﬁ; éthicb und a ymoan.”"




"t:‘Gondman's‘%Dnuific proaoeals uq recon‘twnct‘soclil 1n utionq“ihto;structures'

a8,

0?, u(’?

15 for e>:i::1;ezlceo;°i-r?gcn t};era are com"aoe ta“f’r: ;lari.né in th :"s.
he is den:fiu:r that there are"Lr'uly no opportuni tivs for t'e creative reéblu-
tion of cont flictse The choice, as Goodman views it, js not elther (:Qx1forrn
toit:ﬁe “a.\_:émwi st'm of ideas, ’r»el'levi. g thd this is the human corrmnity,"
or dissent totally i‘rrm ‘the sys Lc; 50 that no ef fort to c,..,nge cnutmg
sitvatlons is ex’pcnc‘z_ed,d for bo oth alternatives have the mxpct of restric 1 ¥
experience and the pbszsibilipic, for t‘*o kinds of.‘ experience that can lead to.
wor thwhile activity. Both altorratives are cases of interrupted growth or
interrupted contact. dms, iv ".nswe'r to Goodmari's question about the conrlitic;ns g
under which pecple ask for new et.hxcs and & npam ng for 03 “dstence, . one must

reply, "under conditions where one is out of tow‘h uith the existing situvaiione" .

The signifieant issve, then, is whcthpr hnm'm bein":' are able or can

v alYG to Gepfirant Al oS se ro Ao oS- Senr Alaa
becons able bo conlianb bhe world 50 &5 wo €a.E0 pReHeRvIe

.

o stru tures and orgam“nhons of socie v that are out of I wman qcaln into hman

: scale. Wher on‘e.rea,:.zes that !‘uman na:ure 5.s mext.ric: hlv 'tied to the presence

i

ol 7

' to ve ”an ‘S.nductivc ‘thr»

v

and wmch ccntains wi ‘hm it t,h,oret.icc

i r‘[‘.ri

what shmﬂ 1 bey: buu t‘nt '1.111.1 maté ‘no“ nrovide

s
iR i
¢ i

‘vpnop'l.? are nrc-vcnted ."z*om 'oer‘or.-

j \.';1

~hunenists, ! r-heve turan bei-*g's" can be.
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